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ANSWERING THE CALL FOR RESEARCH   
The LSCC Honors College traveled to Mobile, Alabama on Monday, October 12, 2015 to explore the University of 

South Alabama (USA).   The honors students were impressed with many of the institution’s amenities as they took a 

campus tour. The University of South Alabama is a Tier I research institution and offers its students an opportunity to 

perform research at the undergraduate level as evidenced by their UCUR Summer Research Fellowship discussed   

during the campus informational session.  Pictured above, the participants pose at the courtyard in front of Meisler 

Hall on the campus of the University of South Alabama.  Pictured, left to right: Adrienne Stroud, James Brinkley, Paul 

Franklin, Ja’Kira Jackson, Claire Emuron, Brianna Kimbrough, Brittany Welch, Kaitlyn Vining, Treasury Williams, 

Itzel Mendoza, Hunter Brown, Sonya Haines, Mayowa Otuada, Brianna Welch, Jakyra Reynolds, and Melissa Knight. 

 

ANSWERING THE CALL FOR RESEARCH     

Honorarium 
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Mr. Weymon Holloway—Director, LSCC Honors College 
 

 

As we embark upon our 3rd year of development, it is    

apparent that our students are beginning to have a more 

significant impact on the growth of the program.  The 

feedback they have provided has been instrumental in    

shaping the program into the “Honors Experience” that our 

students have come to enjoy.  Based on their responses, it 

seems that our ability to expose students  to enriching          

experiences beyond the campus borders has been           

paramount to our recent rise in program interest.  The    

students are being exposed to research, scholarships and 

distance learning experiences that have proven to be “eye 

opening” and in some cases life changing.  By equipping 

them with the tools they deem relevant for their future   

success, our honors students feel empowered to chase their dreams with a renewed 

fervor.  The end result has been a significant increase in the number of students 

who have been willing to engage in experiences of increased academic rigor.  This 

is evidenced by the launching of our academic competition team initiative (Quiz 

Bowl and Debate/Speech) and the rise in the number of students who have        

conducted and presented research at various conferences in addition to recent   

graduates of the Honors College who have parlayed their “Honors Experience” into 

full academic scholarships to attend the premier universities within the state and 

throughout the southeast.  Upon considerable reflection, it is refreshing to know 

that we are crafting a program that is student driven and student centered. 
 

Dr. Shawanda Thomas—Co-Director, LSCC Honors College 

 

At our last induction ceremony, Dr. Sherri Davis,  our  

Academic Dean, proposed a challenge to the Honors   

College — that we increase our involvement in research 

endeavors.  I am so proud to say that our students are 

meeting the challenge.  Not only have students             

participated in research internships over the summer at 

various institutions across the state, but they also have                  

enthusiastically volunteered to present at the National   

Association of African American Honors Programs     

conference in Nashville, Tennessee in November (which 

you will see beginning on page 8). As always, we expect 

to do bigger and better things.  We added a Scholars’ 

Bowl Team and a Speech/Debate Team to our program for 

the 2015-16 year.  We are so fortunate to have students who are not only willing to 

the answer the call for research, but continue their commitment to leadership,       

scholarship, global citizenship, and  community service.   We are also fortunate to 

have an administration who supports our endeavors. We believe that as our         

students are exposed to more opportunities that their eyes are enlightened to the 

infinite possibilities that await them. 
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also commend the Honors College faculty for their unwavering commitment.   
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Honors College Mission 
 

Lawson State Community College Honors College     
aspires to offer an engaging educational experience 
that cultivates academic excellence to ultimately    
produce a student who is culturally diverse and civic-
minded with a global perspective. The Honors College 
is dedicated to providing an atmosphere that           
promotes critical thought and team-building through 
a variety of collaborative experiences. Through these 
initiatives, the Honors College empowers the student 
to embrace intellectual challenges, to champion civic 
responsibilities, and to actively participate and         
positively contribute to a global society.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to recognize and thank our Honors  

College faculty members who have demonstrated    

tremendous commitment to our goals and aims. 
 

Contributing Honors Faculty 
Dr. Rhonda Branch, Spanish 

Dr. Calvin Briggs, Mathematics 

Ms. Jo-Lynne Clayton, Nursing 

Ms. Rebecca Duncan, English & Literature 

Dr. Charles Fowler, Mathematics & Physics 

Ms. Sandra Hall, Orientation & Critical Reading 

Dr. Stephanie Henry, Business/Office Administration 

Mr. Weymon Holloway, Mathematics 

Ms. Naila Jaraysi, Mathematics 

Mr. Kelvin King, Public Speaking & English 

Dr. Nadejda Lopatina, Biology 

Ms. Vyavuka Masi Masi, English & Literature 

Mr. Shelly Millender, III, Critical Reading 

Ms. Mary Smith, Biology 

Dr. Ann Swanberg, English & Critical Reading 

Dr. Shawanda Thomas, Mathematics 

Ms. Venita Tubbs, Psychology 

Mr. Matthew West, Sociology 

Mr. Gregory Wilson, History 

Ms. Melanie Wilson, Speech 

Dr. Tracey Wilson, Biology 
 

Honors faculty receive honors training before teaching 
honors courses.  The honors curriculum is specifically   
centered around problem-based learning techniques      
designed to equip, engage, and empower the 21st century 
student, in support of our QEP.  Emphasis is placed on 
technology use, collaborative assignments, communication 
skills, and global connections through social media. 
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THANK YOU!   
We would like to acknowledge the Honors Council for 

their role in program design and implementation and for 

their continued support of the Honors College:   
 

Dr. Sherri Davis, Academic Dean 

Mr. Darren Allen, Assistant Dean of Student Services 

Dr. Calvin Briggs, Director of 2-PI STEM        

Mrs. Rebecca Duncan, PTK Lead Humanities Instructor 

Mr. Matthew West, Scholars’ Bowl Coach 

Mrs. Melanie Wilson, Speech/Debate Coach 

Do you have questions about the     

Honors College?  E-mail us. 

honorscollege@lawsonstate.edu 

To learn more about the Honors         

College, visit the website:  

www. lawsonstate.edu                      

Click on the Quick Links tab. 
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Honors Course Highlight 
Course:   SOC 200 (Honors) 

                 Introduction to Sociology        
  
 

Instructor:  Mr. Matthew West 
 
 

Written by:    Christen Wilson| Major: Psychology 
       

            

              In Fall 2015, Honors Sociology 200 introduced 

Honors students to the world of sociology—the        

systematic study of the evolution of group life. We 

learned about the basic structure of human society as a 

whole and the main forces that strengthen or weaken 

various groups. This class placed emphasis on          

socialization throughout our lives, from childhood to 

adulthood, and how social factors influence our day-to- 

day decisions. 

     Sociology 200 covered topics such as culture, the 

media, race/ethnicity, gender, crime/deviance,           

education, religion, social interaction, economics,   

families, and religion. The course truly looked at every 

aspect of our society through the three main             

perspectives: symbolic, functionalist, and conflict. We 

even studied what causes society to be the way it is           

according to the theories of these views. 

     Not only did this course teach you in a class setting, 

but you also learned outside of class via a service   

learning project by participating in “Meals on Wheels”. 

“Meals on Wheels” was a very great experience that I  

encourage everybody to volunteer for.  It opened the 

eyes of the students enrolled in this course, such as  

myself, by showing the type of society that we actually 

live in, and helped us to develop a different mentality 

about trying to do more to help and serve the          

community. 

According to the National Collegiate Honors Council (NCHC), one of 

the basic characteristics of a fully-developed Honors Program is "the 

honors program, in distinguishing itself from the rest of the institution, 

serves as a kind of laboratory within which faculty can try things they 

have always wanted to try but for which they could find no suitable 

outlet.  When such efforts are demonstrated to be successful, they may 

well become institutionalized thereby raising the general level of education within the college or university 

for all students.  In this connection, the honors curriculum should serve as a prototype for things that can 

work campus-wide in the future."  

     “Meals on Wheels” is an event in which you deliver 

meals to the elderly in the Jefferson County area. By 

doing this project, students applied sociology into the 

real world. Once you finished your route, you were  

required to write an essay about your experience.   

Writing the essay was actually the best part because, in 

doing so, it made you realize things about your      

community that you may have overlooked or just never 

even paid attention to. It also raised awareness about 

what is going on today in this changing society.  By 

taking Sociology 200, honor students apply the        

sociological perspective into everyday life. They also 

work to fulfill aspects  of the Honors College mission 

by participating in the legendary four pillars: Global 

Citizenship, Scholarship, Leadership, and  Community 

Service. 

Meals on Wheels participants 
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The Honors College was recently featured in a FOX 6 news story 

about the community service impact of Caring Men and Caring 

Women, Inc. at Bessemer City Middle School.  Caring Men and 

Caring Women, Inc. is a non-profit agency which believes        

mentoring is a key to  unlocking the true potential of young people.  

The organization initially began to mentor and tutor boys but has 

since expanded to include girls.  In Spring 2015, the Honors      

College partnered with Caring Men and Women, Inc. to tutor and 

mentor students at Bessemer City Middle School in Bessemer,   

Alabama.  Since the inception of the program at Bessemer City 

Middle School, the administration reported that behavioral issues 

were down, grades and attendance were up, and suspensions were 

down by a third.  The goal of Caring Men and Caring Women, Inc. 

is to connect with children early enough to form strong mentoring 

bonds which provide each child with an opportunity to be        

nourished, feel safe, and focused on education.  Read about our 

Honors College  participants’ experiences below. 

 

Ja’Kira Jackson  (Major: Mechanical Engineering) 

“Initially, I didn't think I would be a great math tutor. One day I 

pulled up to Bessemer Middle and said, ‘I guess I'll give it a try.’ 

Never did I think I'd come to enjoy tutoring as much as I do now. I 

met two intelligent young ladies, Juan'Tierra and Timierra. They're 

always focused, eager to learn, and anticipating my next visit.    

Tutoring has become so much of a joy for me that I think I         

anticipate my next visit more than they do. My week wouldn't start 

off right if I didn't make my weekly visits.” 

              FOX 6 Features the Honors College’s       

Service to Bessemer City Middle School 

LSCC Honors College participants, Melissa Knight 

and James Brinkley, tutor students at Bessemer City 

Middle School. 

LSCC Honors College participant, Ja’Kira Jackson, 

tutors at Bessemer City Middle School. 

Melissa Knight (Major: English/Language Arts Education) 

“Tutoring at Bessemer City Middle School has been a valuable  

experience for me in so many ways. The connections I've made 

through the Honors College are helping me to forge a path toward 

my teaching career. Most importantly, watching my students grow 

in confidence and in knowledge is a constant reminder of why I am 

on that path to begin with. My experiences in tutoring even led to 

my decision to teach! There is nothing quite like making a direct      

impact on young minds, and for that opportunity, I am grateful to 

Honors College as well as Caring Men and Caring Women         

organization” 

James Brinkley (Major: Mathematics) 

“Participating in the Caring Men and Caring Women Program is an amazing opportunity and a learning             

experience. The mentoring program helps to build the self-worth and the confidence of the mentors and mentees as 

the relationship reinforces interpersonal skills and other skills we can apply in real life.” 
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Name: Terry McCollough 

Title of Research:   Protein Expression of ATP Synthase Regulators in  

Pressure-overload Induced Cardiac Hypertrophy  

Location: UAB  
Mentor: Qinglin Yang   

Abstract: Energy metabolism plays an essential role in the energy-demanding heart. ATP synthase is a key 

molecular motor that plays a key role in determining the energy state of cells. This is particularly important in the 

heart for its proper function. Therefore, optimizing cardiac energy metabolism has long been a major therapeutic 

target for treating cardiac pathologies. The ATP synthase activity can be regulated by endogenous regulating    

proteins. A natural ATP synthase inhibitor, IF1, is known to repress tract for  the ATP hydrolysis direction of the 

ATP synthase to promote ATP reservation. Dr. Yang’s lab has recently discovered a novel protein ES1 that can 

modulate ATP synthase activity and plays a protective role in the hypertrophied heart. It remains unclear whether 

the protein contents of these key ATP synthase regulators are altered in response to the pressure overloading    

condition in the heart. Given the potential importance of IF1 and ES1 in determining myocardial energy            

metabolism, the objective of my research project is to investigate the protein expression of IF1 and ES1 in the   

hypertrophied heart induced by transverse aortic constriction (TAC)-induced pressure overload.  

Name: Brittney Terry 

Title of Research:   Investigation into the Structural, Thermal, and Mechanical      

Properties of Chemically Treated Jute Fiber 

Location: Tuskegee University (Dept. of Mater ials Science and Engineer ing) 

Abstract: The use of natural fibers has grown in industr ies due to the biodegradability. 

Natural fibers are used as a reinforcement in polymeric composites in combination or       

replacing synthetic fibers. However, natural fibers have poor mechanical properties as well 

poor interfacial adhesion between the fiber and the matrix. Therefore, this paper presents the improvement on 

thermal and mechanical properties for interfacial adhesion between jute fibers and consequent matrices via       

potassium hydroxide (KOH) and silane treatments. In addition, Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), 

differential scanning calorimetry (DSC), and tensile test were used to characterize the morphological changes, 

compositional analysis, and subsequent mechanical properties on the jute fibers. Comparison was made based on 

the changes between the untreated and treated jute fiber. Using DSC, the results are shown to have the greatest 

impact in the alkaline (KOH) treatments due to its extremely high potency issues. As the percentage rose in the 

solution to solvent ratio of the silane treatment, definitively the amount of decomposition within the cellulosic  

region decreased. Using the tensile test, 3%SiH4 has the highest strength. Though the KOH treatment looks ideal 

as far as the degradation of the amorphous regions of the fibers, the KOH treatment dissolves all of the cellulosic 

content; therefore the KOH graph shows no degradation of cellulose. Three percent silane has the best mechanical 

and structural properties. 

Participants of the Honors College gained invaluable research experience at 4-year institutions during Summer 

2015.  Below provides a glimpse into some of their research experiences. 

  

Name: Shirlacia Gray 
Title of Research:  Influence of Glycogen Synthase Kinase 3 on Metabolic Gene Expression                                     

Location: UAB (School of Medicine, Division of Cardiovascular  Disease)                                    

Mentor: Martin E. Young, Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                   

Abstract: Glycogen Synthase Kinase 3 (GSK3) has multiple functions in biology, including 

the regulation of metabolism (e.g., glycogen metabolism). However, the mechanisms by which 

GSK3 impacts metabolic processes are not fully understood.  Metabolism fluctuates dramatically over the course 

of the day, in association with sleep wake and feeding fasting cycles. Recent studies suggest that cell autonomous 

circadian clock directly modulates metabolism over the course of the day.  More recently, GSK3 activity has been 

shown to fluctuate over a 24-hour period in multiple metabolically active tissues.  Collectively, these observations 

suggest a possible relationship between GSK3, metabolism, and circadian clocks.  The purpose of my project is to 

test the hypothesis that GSK3 influences metabolism through alterations in gene expression. 
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Name: Itzel Mendoza 

Title of Research:  Dvl2 Mutation Causing Var iations of Hear t Defects in DiGeorge Syndrome Patients 

Location: UAB  

Mentor: J ianbo Wang and Chenbei Chang 

Abstract: 1 in 4,000 people have DiGeorge (22q11.2 deletion) syndrome.     

DiGeorge syndrome is a deletions in the TBX1 gene locus. Even though all patients have the same deletion, there 

phenotypes vary. This deletion can cause different defects, but the most serious phenotype is the one associated 

with congenital heart defects, such as outflow tract malformations. OFT malformations can cause heart defects 

such as double outlet right ventricle (DORV) or Persistent truncus arteriosus (PTA). The reason why DiGeorge 

patients vary in phenotype can be closely related to the PCP pathway. It is believed that the mutation in the protein 

acts like the gain of function and prevents the phenotype. The hypothesis is that Dvl2Rh will be the gain of func-

tion for the deletion. To test this, a wild type embryo will be injected with a mutated Dvl2RH and a Wild type 

Dvl2. The ending result will show if Dvl2Rh has a higher concentration then that of the wild type Dvl2.  

Name: Julian Dill 
Title of Research:   Molecular  Mechanisms for  Thrombospondin 1-Induced Calreticulin Recruitment of LRP1 

for Signaling Complex Formation" 

Mentor(s): Yuhua Song, Ph.D. and Justin Howell 

Location: UAB 

Abstract: Calreticulin is an impor tant protein component for  cell adhesion and migration of cells. The 

binding interaction between cell surface protein Calreticulin globular structure and LRP- a low density receptor 

related lipoprotein- is rather unknown. The goal of this study is determine the LRP1 binding site in Thrombospon-

din bound CRT. 

Research Internships and Other Opportunities 
The Honors College Program encourages all students to begin thinking about potential research internships and 

other experiential learning opportunities for Summer 2016. The following are key opportunities that our students 

have been or will be encouraged to pursue. 

Internship Description Institution Stipend Deadline 

Blazing to Biomedical 

Careers 

An opportunity for area community college       

students to enter into advanced biomedical research 

(10-week summer internship) 

UAB $5000 February 15, 2016 

Cemiture 10– week summer research opportunity in       

Chemistry, Biology, Materials Science, and       

Engineering 

Georgia Southern 

University 

Yes March 1, 2016 

NSF-REU Undergraduate 

Research Program 

An exciting ten-week research summer experience 

for Chemistry majors 

The University of 

North Texas 

$5000 stipend 

plus housing 

March 1, 2016 

Materials Science and 

Engineering Research 

Experience 

A 10-week program for materials science,              

engineering, biology, chemistry, physics, and  

physical science 

Tuskegee       

University 

Yes March 4, 2016 

REU—Development of 

Safe Nanomaterials for 

Biological Applications 

For science (e.g. biology, chemistry, physics),   

engineering, materials science 

Alabama State 

University 

$5000 March 7, 2016 

Robert Noyce Summer 

Internship 

A 3 to 4 week summer internship for chemistry,  

physics, and mathematics majors who would     

consider teaching as a possible career option 

University of 

Alabama 

$1350 April 6, 2016 
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NAAAHP is a national academic organization that provides honors 

students with opportunities to network, debate, compete             

academically, and present scholarly research each year at its annual 

conference. The 2015 conference, The Audacity of Vision: Dare to 

Dream, brought together the best and brightest undergraduate 

honors scholars. Honors students were able to benefit from the   

following scholarly activities: 

 Research in Business, STEM, Social Science and Liberal Arts 

disciplines; 

 Debate, Quiz Bowl, and Model African Union; 

 Professional development, leadership training, internship      

opportunities; and 

 Career and graduate school fairs. 

 

LSCC’s Honors College attended the NAAAHP Conference for the 

first time this year. Mr.  Weymon Holloway, Dr. Shawanda    

Thomas, and Mrs. Melanie Wilson accompanied 13 students:     

Malik Bothwell, James Brinkley, Julian Dill, Claire Emuron, Paul 

Franklin, Sonya Haines, Melissa, Knight, Terry McCollough, Itzel 

Mendoza, Karl Pruitt, Jr., Jakyra Reynolds, Brittney Terry, and 

Treasury Williams. 

 

Students research and prepared several outstanding presentations 

(as seen in the photographs on this page).  Other conference       

attendees were able to sit in on the NAAAHP’s quiz bowl, debate, 

and Model UN competitions.  

Mrs. Wilson (Speech Instruc-

tor) and Dr. Thomas (Co-

Director) were asked to judge 

the debate competitions.    

Experience gained from    

attending the conference was 

worthwhile for both students 

and faculty.  The Honors  

College expects to participate 

in the quiz bowl and debate 

competitions at the 2016  

conference. 

24th Annual Conference held in  

Nashville, Tennessee 
October 31—November 3, 2015 

Julian Dill (Biomedical Engineering) 

Itzel Mendoza (Biology/Pre-Med) 

Sonya Haines (English/Language Arts Education) 

Terry McCollough (Biology) Brittney Terry (Engineering) 
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Above, Mr. Kevin Lindsey and other Kroger    

African American Associate Resource Group 

(ARG) representatives provide an engaging talk 

on the importance of PIE (Performance, Image, 

and Exposure). 

By far, one of the most impacting slides 

of the conference. Kroger representatives 

propose that out of Performance, Image, 

and Exposure, 60% of your success is  

contributed to exposure. 

Above, a Kroger Representative talks      

candidly with conference participants on the 

subject “Empowering Yourself.” 

Julian Dill (Honors College Student) Reflects on his   

Personal NAAHP Experience 
 

“Where do I begin... the NAAAHP conference was packed 

and full of inspirational [moments designed to focus         

minority students] to pursue every aspect of education     

possible. I enjoyed the opening speech given by Dr. Jackson. 

I loved the way she incorporated [a spiritual context] in   

everything she said to the audience. It really “hit  home” 

with me because... [due to the religion I practice and my  

belief structure], Jesus is first and foremost,  and if I 

have  Him as Lord of my first, then [my] education will most 

definitely “be a breeze” due to His guidance. It really       

encouraged me to both continue in my faith and my           

education! Also, being able to present my research in front 

of a different audience gave me the opportunity to get my 

“feet wet” and truly witness what presenting is all about. 

Presenting is tough at times, but it gives students a certain 

confidence that no other experience can offer because it 

places you in the position to share what information you 

have come to know and deliver it with boldness. To add to 

the grandeur of the conference,  I was able to witness both 

the debates and quiz bowls which was inspiring and         

interesting. Overall, the trip was a marvelous experience, 

especially spending a day at one of the most elegant hotels, 

The Gaylord Opryland resort!!! All I can say is that it was 

awesome!!! Thank you so much Mr. Holloway and Dr. 

Thomas for the allowance of honor students to partake in 

such a wonderful experience!” 

Treasury Williams (Honors College Student) Reflects on her Personal NAAAHP Experience                                                               

“The NAAAHP conference in Nashville, Tennessee was an awesome experience.  I have had the chance to       

network with many different people from different schools. We also had the opportunity to learn skills as well 

which is something that we will carry with us for the rest of our lives. The hotel we had the opportunity to stay at 

was exceptionally gorgeous. This is a place I plan to visit again in the near future.” 



10 

 

Dr. Thomas, LSCC Honors College  

Co-Director, takes a photo with       

Dr.  Glenda Glover, President of   

Tennessee State University and one of 

the keynote speakers. 

Above, participants learned the proper way to eat at a            

professional interview during The Breakfast and Professional 

Etiquette Training held on Sunday morning.  Left to right: Itzel 

Mendoza, Jakyra  Reynolds, and Treasury Williams 

There were even some special breakout    

sessions for faculty such as “Innovative 

Math and Science Courses in the       

Interdisciplinary Honors Core” led by 

Belmont University  professors  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to  HONORS COLLEGE participants                      

who were inducted into  

PHI THETA KAPPA HONOR SOCIETY  

(Alpha Epsilon Gamma Chapter) 

on September 15, 2015. 

 
   Hunter Brown        Julian Dill        Sonya Haines  Treasury Williams 
 

The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa shall be to recognize and encourage scholarship among two-year college        

students. To achieve this purpose, Phi Theta Kappa shall provide opportunity for the development of leadership 

and service, for an intellectual climate for exchange of ideas and ideals, for lively fellowship for scholars, and for 

stimulation of interest in continuing academic excellence.  

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP:  

 You must be enrolled in a regionally accredited institution offering an             Associate Degree program. 

 You must have completed at least 12 hours of coursework that may be 

      applied to an Associate Degree (part-time students may be eligible). 

 You must generally have a grade point average of 3.5. 

 You must receive an invitation to membership from the chapter at       

      college where presently enrolled.  

 You must adhere to the moral standards of the society. 

 
2015 Induction Ceremony 
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One of the essential pillars of the Honors College 

is community service.  We pride ourselves on 

fostering an altruistic approach to learning.  So, 

while we work to grow students academically, 

the Honors College is also focused on            

connecting students to its community and giving 

back.   

 

On October 2, 2015, the LSCC Honors College 

volunteered with Habitat for Humanity, a        

nationally recognized organization devoted to 

helping deserving citizens gain housing.         

Students volunteered alongside members of a 

sorority and fraternity from Birmingham      

Southern College.  On the right are photos from the service project.  Collectively, a total of 25 hours was served by 

the Honors College team.  
 

Reflections from the Day: 
 

Brianna Kimbrough                                                                                                                                                

“My thoughts on participating in Habitat for Humanity were amazing.  I enjoyed the hard working labor.  Not just 

that, I enjoyed helping the family in need.  I also got to meet other organizations from other schools.  They were 

very friendly and helpful as well.  In my own opinion, we should do more with Habitat for Humanity.  It’s not just 

working, it’s about who you are working for.”   
 

Donzella Washington                                                                                                                                               

“My time volunteering [for  Habitat for Humanity to build a] home in Pleasant Grove, AL was like old times for 

me.  The smell of plaster and sheetrock and seeing trash all over the floor brought back wonderful memories for 

me.  I remember my husband and I working on our first home.  We built a two story, expanding to eight bedrooms 

and three bathrooms with the help of my husband’s friends.  We were so inexperienced, but it was a lot of fun. 

Thanks for the opportunity to give back to my community.”                                                                                                                                                                                       

The following students participated in this service project: Michael Breed, Hunter  Brown, Er ica Clayton, 

Julian Dill, Paul Franklin, Dinah Hollingshead, Brianna Kimbrough, Terry McCollough, Latreyana Parker, Kaitlyn 

Vining, and Donzella Washington. 

Above, Honors College students work on a home in Pleasant Grove, Alabama. 

Honors College Students Contribute to Program 
 

We would like to acknowledge the Honors College students who  

participated in 2015 Christmas Program, “ Jolly Holiday.” Great 

Job! This was the first performance by the speech team led by      

faculty coordinator, Melanie C. Wilson, and this was the first   

Christmas program led by Director Diana L. Preoteasa.   

 

Choir Members:  Julian Dill, Brianna Welch and Brittany Welch.   

 

Choral Readers:  Richard Cribbs, Julian Dill, Paul Franklin, Sonya 

Haines  
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Hello, Mr. Holloway and Dr. Thomas, 

I did not want to miss this opportunity to first of all "thank you" for your  

support of me being a part of the Honors College and to update you on some 

of my experiences at The University of Alabama at Birmingham. I have  

continued my involvement and participation in UAB's Honors College     

Program. Our first community service   project was the Peer Inc. Initiative 

which involved the preparation and delivery of fruits and vegetables to the    

elderly. I was quite moved by this initiative as I am looking forward to our 

next project.   

As you know, I had a two month summer internship experience at UAB. I 

was assigned to the Cardiovascular Disease Lab with Dr. Martin Young. This 

experience proved to be both rewarding and educational. It was a perfect  

opportunity to extend my reach into medical research. Because of my     

summer internship experience, I was more prepared for my                        

Biology lab experience which is a course that I am currently taking.                                                                                                                         

Randall King, former Interim President of the Honors College and SGA 

President, recently stopped by to share his appreciation for  Lawson State 

Community College at its Professional Development Day (pictured right- 

Dr. Bruce Crawford, Vice-President of Instructional Services, and Randall 

King).   

 

Randall is currently attending Tuskegee University and majoring in       

Animal and Poultry Science.  Randall has already begun to assume      

leadership positions at Tuskegee. He is currently a member of the 

M.A.N.R.R.S. club and was chosen as Mr. M.A.N.R.R.S.  M.A.N.R.R.S. 

is an acronym for  Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and     

Related  Sciences.  He is also the current President of the  Pre-Veterinarian 

Club at Tuskegee.  After he graduates, he plans to become a veterinarian 

and move back to Birmingham where he aspires to own his own animal 

clinic.  Since leaving Lawson State, he has expressed a sincere               

appreciation for all that the faculty and staff have done for him.  He stated, 

“...the faculty and staff played an integral role in molding me into a      

fearless leader.”  

Ms. Shirlacia Gray 

Alpha Cohort  

    Mr. Randall King, Alpha Cohort,  

addresses the faculty and staff of Lawson 

State and reflects on his achievements 

after graduating from the institution and 

the Honors College. 

Because I was a part of Lawson State Community College's Honors College Program, I was offered three     

scholarships  (The University of Alabama, Samford University, and The University of  Alabama at Birmingham). 

I will always be grateful for your support of me and my participation in the Honors College Program.  

Thanks to you, I feel both comfortable and confident in my future in medicine and/or research.          

Sincerely,   

Shirlacia Gray     
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Read about Jasmine’s summer research experience as a 2015 Robert Noyce Summer Intern at the University 

of Alabama below: 
 

“My second year with the Noyce Scholars Program was pretty good. We were divided into two groups: 1st year 

interns (3 weeks) and 2nd year interns (5 weeks). This year our itinerary was completely different which was 

scary and exciting all at the same time. I didn't know what to expect, so I was a little afraid, but after our initial 

meeting, I was ecstatic for what was ahead. This year, we got the opportunity to work hands-on with students and 

children as we became secondary teachers in various settings. The first week, my group reflected on the previous 

summer and worked with the new interns to inform them on their upcoming events. Throughout the internship, 

we explored what it would be like to be a teacher and how we could make teaching fun and easier for students to 

learn. My group also focused more on research and statistics to help us develop a better understanding of why 

STEM majors and educators are in great need. I absolutely enjoyed my second year with this program, and I only 

wish they had space for 3rd year interns. I would highly recommend this program to anyone looking for diversity 

and possible financial aid. Each student who participates gets a huge opportunity for scholarships and grants. 

This program is scheduled to end in less than 5 years, and I'm glad I was able to be a part of it while it's here!” 

Day of Research Presentations (6/26/15):  
Lawson State students on UA’s campus who participated in 

the Robert Noyce Summer Internship for Summer 2015 

(Pictured left to right):  

Jonathan Rice (Math) 

Kendi Banks (Chemistry) 

Jerrica Ellison (Math) 

Jasmine Moore (Math/Psychology) - Beta Cohort  

Patrick Guyton (Chemistry)   

Jodie Green (Math) is not pictured. 

Jasmine Moore, member of the Beta Cohort of LSCC’s Honors College, is currently enrolled at the University of   

Alabama on a full academic scholarship that was awarded to her during last year’s Honors & Awards Day.  She is 

majoring in psychology with a minor in sociology. 

INTERESTED? CONTACT ME. 

If you are interested in participating in 

UA’s Robert Noyce Summer  Research  

Internship, contact  

Dr. Shawanda Thomas, UA Noyce liaison, 

at (205) 929-3443 or   

Email: sthomas@lawsonstate.edu. 
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An International Opportunity 
CRITICAL LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP 

 
On November 6, 2015, while the Scholars’ (Quiz) Bowl team competed in their first  

tournament at Bevill State Community College, other Honors  College participants were 

exposed to an equally exciting opportunity—to travel abroad.   

The Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) Program is a fully funded summer overseas language and cultural    

immersion program for American undergraduate and graduate students. With the goal of broadening the base of 

Americans studying and mastering critical languages and building relationships between the people of the United 

States and other countries, CLS provides opportunities to a diverse range of students from across the United 

States at every level of language learning.  

 

Treasury Williams, an Honors College student, stated “I chose to apply 

for the Critical Language Scholarship because I love to travel. When I 

travel, I have the opportunity to see and learn about different countries I 

have always wanted to visit. If I am chosen to study abroad with my     

fellow CLS representatives, I will not only get to travel to a different 

country, but I will also have the chance to learn another language in the 

process as well.” 

 

Mr. Holloway, the Honors College Director, was recently invited to 

Washington, D.C. to judge and screen CLS applicants desiring to travel to 

Russia. 

Mr. Christopher Sorensen, CLS Program Officer, 

traveled from Washington, D.C. to Alabama to 

encourage students to apply for the scholarship. 

New Speech & Debate Team: Melanie Wilson is a innovative Speech Communication instructor  

at Lawson State and also coaches the  newly founded College Speech and Debate team. She has been 

teaching at the college level for a total of eight years, both on ground and online. She has been part of 

the Alabama Community College System since 2010 and served as Director of Forensics at Troy     

University from 1996 through 1998. In addition to teaching, Melanie has worked in educational         

television as a producer, writer, and video editor for Georgia Public Broadcasting’s award winning   

program “Georgia Outdoors,” and as a video editor for the GPB’s documentary “The Fabulous Fox.” 

She has volunteered with Sidewalk Film Festival every year since the first festival in 1999 and has 

served as a co-venue manager at the Alabama Theatre during the event for the past nine years.  

Speech Team:  Richard Cribbs, Paul Franklin, Sonya Haines and Melissa Knight 

 

Coach Melanie Wilson 

New Quiz Bowl Team:  Matthew West is a premier  Sociology and History instructor  at Lawson 

State and also serves as the coach of the Honor College’s Scholars (Quiz) Bowl team.  He has been 

teaching at the college level for the past six years, primarily as an instructor in the Alabama Community 

College System.  Prior to joining Lawson State, he served as Faculty Supervisor for UAB’s Global and 

Community Leadership Honors Program. Mr. West has published in the  Encyclopedia of Mathematics 

and Society (2012 ed.), as well as in the journals: The Review of Disability                                        

Studies (2011), Religions (2011), and Sociological Spectrum (2010). Maintaining active membership in 

the American Sociological Association and Mid-South Sociological Association, he was invited to 

speak at the latter’s 2014 annual meeting. In 2015, Mr. West served as a facilitator at the Alabama 

Community College Association’s annual conference. 

Scholars’ Bowl Team: Kayla Crenshaw, Richard Cr ibbs, III, Sonya Haines, Cameron Hale, Ja’Kira     

Jackson, Melissa Knight, Itzel Mendoza, and Jakyra Reynolds 

Coach Matthew West 
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Location: Bevill State Community College in Jasper, Alabama  

Date: Friday, November 6, 2015 
 

At the community college level, quiz bowl is a competitive, academic, 

interscholastic activity for which players attend periodic practices and 

then represent their school at varsity tournaments. Those tournaments 

may be based on the school’s athletic conference or state, but, in most 

cases, they are open to all schools able to make the trip. Quiz bowl    

questions range over the entire spectrum of a community college         

curriculum and also include a certain amount of current events, sports, 

and popular culture. The matches feature a blend of individual           

competition and team collaboration since no individual player is likely to 

be an expert in all subject  areas. Quiz bowl can reinforce classroom    

lessons and also encourage players to go beyond  their majors to master 

other areas as well.   

Above: Before the first competition, Coach Matthew West organizes Friday afternoon 

practices in preparation for the big day. 

Above: During the Opening Session of the 

Scholars’ Bowl  Competition at Bevill State 

Community College.  Right to left: Cameron 

Hale, Sonya Haines, Itzel Mendoza, Melissa 

Knight, and  Jakyra Reynolds 

Above: Itzel Mendoza volunteers to help 

keep score using the competitions’ 

spreadsheet tally system. 

Above: “The Scholars” had more fun 

than they anticipated at their first Quiz 

Bowl Competition at Bevill State   

Community College in Jasper, AL. 

Above: Our rank …”Not too shabby for our 

first time,” stated Coach West. 

The Lawson State Scholars’ Bowl team was formed during Fall 2015 under the auspices of the Honors College 

and the direction of Matthew West, Sociology and History instructor at Lawson State.  “Coach West” has done a 

fabulous job so far with scheduling regular practices and even entering the team into several competitions so far.  

Though the LSCC Scholars did not win overall trophies at their first competition,  they won 4 out of the 11 rounds 

at Bevill State Community College.  Keep in mind that the team was formed only 2 months prior to their first  

competition.   “Not too shabby for our first time! So proud of them,” stated Coach West.  If you are interested in 

participating on the Scholars’ Bowl Team or have questions about the team, please contact Mr. Matthew West at 

(205) 929-6322 or Email: mwest@lawsonstate.edu. 

https://www.naqt.com/cc/distribution.jsp
https://www.naqt.com/cc/distribution.jsp
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Traveling to the University of South Alabama  
The Honors College traveled to Mobile, Alabama to tour the 
campus of University of South Alabama (USA). Many seemed 
surprised at how accommodating the institution was to our   
students.  Below are the students’ reflections: 
 
Treasury Williams 
“Our trip to the University of South Alabama was one of the 
best college tours I have been on. With South Alabama being 
my college of choice to transfer to in the fall of 2016, this tour 
made me feel exceptionally comfortable with my decision. The 
staff at South Alabama made us feel comfortable and also right 
at home. This was a wonderful experience, and I’m looking  
forward to transferring in the fall.” 
 
Brittany Welch 
“The USA trip was very beneficial. It provided me as well as 
many of my peers with information that will be resourceful in 
not only attending their university but for other college         
endeavors. The university displayed a friendly environment 
with lovely people who were so willing to talk to us. I enjoyed 
having the opportunity to be able to experience a glimpse of 
what their university has to offer.” 
 
Mayowa Otuada                                                 

“Our trip to University of South Alabama was great and        

informative for me. On the way, there was a scary bridge that 

looked like a roller coaster, but it was fun riding on it. The city 

was calm, neat, and quiet. The people looked friendly, and the 

school environment was cool with newly built buildings and 

amenities. The information given to us by the student transfer 

personnel was helpful and enlightening. It is a great school, 

and I think it would be a conducive learning environment.” 

Students pose in the courtyard in front of Meisler Hall on the 

campus of  University of South Alabama. 

HONORS COLLEGE TRAVELS TO  

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA 

Heather Nix, Associate Director of New Student Recruitment, 

discusses the best that USA has to offer.  Student Jessica      

Cormeaux shares information about the UCUR Research     

Experience. 

Dr. Carl Cunningham, Director of the Office of Multicultural 

Affairs, encourages students to apply to USA and shares how his 

office may assist the students once enrolled. 
LSCC Honors College participants at USA 
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The 2015 Lawson State Community College Coronation was held on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at the Bessemer 

Civic Center.  Participants of the Honors College represented various departments at the 2015 Lawson State     

Coronation which is an event that recognizes Lawson State’s best and brightest each year. 

This year’s theme for the 2015 Lawson State Coronation 

was “A Presidential Affair,” so it was quite befitting that 

our very own Honors College President, Ms. Sonya Haines, 

represented the program.  Sonya has a 4.0 grade point    

average and is a English /Language Arts education         

major.  She will graduate in May of 2016 and plans to 

transfer to the University of Alabama where she will pursue 

her bachelors degree in Secondary Education.   

 

Career Ambitions: Her goal is to become a high school 

English teacher!  
 

Hobbies: Pinteresting, reading, organizing, and  

Studying (of course!) 
 

Favorite Book: Tuesdays with Morrie  by Mitch Albom 

“A Presidential Affair” 

Introducing Our 2015-16  

Honors College Representative 

Ms. Sonya Haines 

Left to right: Christen Wilson (Ms. History), Claire Emuron (Ms. Psychology), Sonya Haines (Ms. Honors College), Terry 

McCollough (Mr. Vice President for Instructional Services), Brittany Welch (Ms. Choir), and Brianna Welch (Ms. SGA). 

Honors College Representative and  

2015-16 Honors College President,  

Ms. Sonya Haines 
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The Honors College would like to thank Jackson State   

University Community College recruiter, Paul A. Scott, for 

traveling to LSCC on Friday, October 23, 2015 to speak to 

Honors  College students about opportunities from Jackson 

State University.  Jackson State University is located in 

Jackson, Mississippi (approximately 233 miles from     

campus).   The opportunities he discussed were pertinent to 

members of the Honors College, such as the PTK       

Scholarship which provides an automatic scholarship for 

PTK members.  The scholarship covers full tuition, room, 

and board in addition to $1000 per year for books. Since 

many of the Honors  College members have also been    

inducted into PTK, information pertaining to this        

scholarship opportunity was appreciated.  The Honors   

College was invited to JSU’s Transfer Day on February 19, 

2016.  Look forward to highlights of this event in the 

Spring 2016 edition of the Honorarium! 

 

Hunter Brown, an Honors College participant,  reflects on 

what he learned from the seminar: 

“Mr. Waluyn told us that there are two types of branding: personal branding and professional branding.  

Personal branding reflects who you are as a person such as your social and personal life along with your  

values. Professional branding is what matters to a potential employer, networking contact, or anyone who can  

help you find or grow your career. We also learned four key parts of networking such as:  

 People do business with people that they know, like, and trust;  

 A product is consumed and a brand is sought after;  

 Brands are trusted because of their consistency and predictability; 

 Brands stand out because of their uniqueness.   

The most important thing I took away from Mr. Waluyn's workshop was that 93% of impressions are non-verbal, 

which means that before you even open your mouth someone has already formed 93% of their opinion about you.” 

Mr. Paul Scott, Jackson State University recruiter, shares 

information about JSU’s many scholarship opportunities. 

HONORS SEMINAR #4  
 

Focus: “Understanding Your Brand” 

Presenter: Mr. Dorian Waluyn 
 

The Honors College would like to thank Mr. Dorian Waluyn, 

LSCC College Transfer Coordinator, for providing a very 

enlightening seminar on the importance of image in today’s 

society with his informative talk, “Understanding Your 

Brand,” on Friday, October 23, 2015.    Dorian Waluyn, LSCC College Transfer Coordinator, 

shares his wisdom on how to market oneself. 

A Recruitment Visit from  

JACKSON STATE 

UNIVERSITY 
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International Student Highlight—In Pursuit of Academic Excellence 
Below are international Honors College students who will  be moving on to 4-year institutions soon.  While at 

Lawson State, they pursued academic excellence and have plans to do extraordinary things beyond. 

Name: Mayowa Otuada 

Major: Physical Therapy, GPA: 4.0 

Country of Origin: Niger ia (Afr ica) 
 

My name is Mayowa Otuada. I am 

from Nigeria, the most populous black 

country in the world.  

Nigeria is located in the western part of 

Africa, rich in oil and often regarded as 

‘Giant of Africa’ because of its large 

population and economy. We have 

about 250 ethnic groups and            

languages. 

Interesting customs: We walk barefooted when we 

have to dance or perform in our traditional attire. 

What people are not aware of about me:  I am the 

20th child of my father.  I see myself practicing as a 

successful Physical Therapist and having my own 

business. 

Passion: Working for  God, taking care of people 

and traveling. 

Name: Claire Emuron 

Major: Psychology, GPA: 4.0 

Native Origin: Uganda (Afr ica) 
 

My name is Claire Emuron, and I 

moved to the USA 3 years ago. I    

graduate in December, and I am    

transferring to Auburn University.    

Before I came to the USA, I worked 

with an organization called Watoto 

which means “children” in Swahili, a 

native East   African language. This 

organization takes care of orphans and 

widows that have lost their husbands to HIV/AIDS. I 

have always loved helping people. I love my country 

Uganda which is mainly known as the ‘Pearl of Africa.’ 

It is a beautiful country, all surrounded by nature and 

water falls. Despite the poverty in Uganda, people still 

have a reason to celebrate the beautiful weather and 

culture. 

Interesting customs: Social satisfaction is pr imar ily 

governed by the level of education. In Uganda,         

education is prestigious and you cannot achieve        

anything unless you are educated. 

What people are not aware of about me: I play the 

violin.  I am a great dancer, and  I am very creative 

(artistic/designer). Ten years from now, I see myself 

very independent and as a child psychologist (Dr.     

Emuron). 

Passion: Helping the disadvantaged (the orphaned 

children in Africa).  The Honors College has been a 

great stepping stone for me at Lawson State, and I am 

grateful to my mentors, Dr. Thomas and Mr. Holloway, 

for believing in me. God bless you both.  

  

Twins Brianna 

and Brittany 

Welch share   

aspirations in the 

medical field. 

Hunter Brown is an Eagle 

Scout and for the last 7 

years has served others by 

participating in a week long 

mission trip. 

Itzel Mendoza 

was born in 

Mexico.  This 

biology major 

enjoys playing 

the piano and 

bass guitar. 

Explore Africa.  Visit: http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/ 
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MEET OPPORTUNITY.  
JOIN THE HONORS COLLEGE  
at Lawson State Community College! 

Join Today! 

Contact: 

Weymon Holloway,  

Director 

wholloway@lawsonstate.edu 

(205) 929-3454 

 

Dr. Shawanda Thomas, 

Co-Director 

sthomas@lawsonstate.edu 

(205) 929-3443 

 

E-mail: 

honorscollege@lawsonstate.edu 

 

Website: 

www.lawsonstate.edu 

 

Calling All Freshmen with: 
 3.3 - 4.0 GPA 

 20 or above ACT score 

 Maximum of 1 developmental education placement only 

 Absolutely no history of disciplinary issues in high school or in college 

 Active involvement in extracurricular activities  

 A great attitude and self-motivation 
 

Here’s How to Apply! 

Step 1:   Go to 

www.lawsonstate.edu 

Step 2:   Go to the 

“Quick Links” and click 

on “Honors College”  

Step 3: Click on “Honors 

College application” and 

complete. 

Step 4:  Ask an            

instructor to complete 

the recommendation 

form on the Honors   

College webpage. 

Step 5:  After completing 

the previous 4 steps, you 

will be contacted for a  

personal interview. 

Research 


